§14.500

14.562 Collections or adjustments.

FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS

14.600
14.601
14.602
14.603

Federal Tort Claims Act—general.
Investigation and development.
Requests for medical information.
Disposition of claims.

14.604 Filing a claim.

14.605 Suits against Department of Veterans
Affairs employees arising out of a wrong-
ful act or omission or based upon medical
care and treatment furnished in or for
the Veterans Health Administration.

ADMINISTRATIVE SETTLEMENT OF TORT
CLAIMS ARISING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

14.615 General.
14.616 Form and place of filing claim.
14.617 Disposition of claims.

CLAIMS FOR DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF
GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

14.618 Collection action.

CLAIMS FOR COST OF MEDICAL CARE AND
SERVICES

14.619 Collection action.

REPRESENTATION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS CLAIMANTS; RECOGNITION OF
ORGANIZATIONS, ACCREDITED REPRESENTA-
TIVES, ATTORNEYS, AGENTS; RULES OF
PRACTICE AND INFORMATION CONCERNING
FEES, 38 U.S.C. 5901-5905

14.626 Purpose.

14.627 Definitions.

14.628 Recognition of organizations.

14.629 Requirements for accreditation of
service organization representatives;
agents; and attorneys.

14.630 Authorization for a particular claim.

14.631 Powers of attorney; disclosure of
claimant information.

14.632 Standards of conduct for persons pro-
viding representation before the Depart-
ment.

14.633 Termination of accreditation or au-
thority to provide representation under
§14.630.

14.634 Banks or trust companies acting as
guardians.

14.635 Office space and facilities.

14.636 Payment of fees for representation by
agents and attorneys in proceedings be-
fore Agencies of Original Jurisdiction
and before the Board of Veterans’ Ap-
peals.

14.637 Payment of the expenses of agents
and attorneys in proceedings before
Agencies of Original Jurisdiction and be-
fore the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.

PERSONNEL CLAIMS

14.664 Scope of authority and effective date.
14.665 Claims.
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14.666
14.667
14.668
14.669

Regional Counsel responsibility.
Claims payable.

Disposition of claims.

Fees of agents or attorneys; penalty.

COMMITMENTS—FIDUCIARIES

14.700 Court cost and expenses; commit-

ment, restoration, fiduciary appoint-
ments.

14.701 Commitment and restoration pro-
ceedings.

14.702 Medical testimony in commitment or
restoration proceedings.

14.703 Costs in commitment or restoration
proceedings.

14.704 Authorization of transportation nec-
essary for commitment of a veteran ben-
eficiary.

14.705 Authority to file petitions for ap-
pointment of fiduciaries in State courts.

14.706 Legal services in behalf of bene-
ficiaries.

14.707 Authorization of transportation of a
veteran beneficiary for appointment of a
fiduciary.

14.708 Costs and other expenses incident to
appointment of fiduciary.

14.709 Surety bonds; court-appointed fidu-
ciary.

TESTIMONY OF DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL AND
PRODUCTION OF DEPARTMENT RECORDS IN
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

14.800
14.801
14.802
14.803
14.804
14.805

Purpose.

Applicability.

Definitions.

Policy.

Factors to consider.

Contents of a demand or request.

14.806 Scope of testimony or production.

14.807 Procedure when demand or request is
made.

14.808 Expert or opinion testimony.

14.809 Demands or requests in legal pro-
ceedings for records protected by con-
fidentiality statutes.

14.810 Fees.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.S.C. 2671-2680;
38 U.S.C. 501(a), 512, 515, 5502, 5902-5905; 28
CFR part 14, appendix to part 14, unless oth-
erwise noted.

SOURCE: 19 FR 5552, Aug. 31, 1954, unless
otherwise noted.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 14 appear at 61 FR 7216, Feb. 27, 1996.

§14.500 Functions and responsibilities
of General Counsel.

The General Counsel is responsible to
the Secretary for the following:

(a) All litigation arising in, or out of,
the activities of the Department of
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Veterans Affairs or involving any em-
ployee thereof in his or her official ca-
pacity.

(b) All interpretative legal advice in-
volving construction or application of
laws, including statutes, regulations,
and decisional as well as common law.

(c) All legal services, advice and as-
sistance required to implement any law
administered by the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

(d) All delegations of authority and
professional guidance required to meet
these responsibilities.

(e) Maintenance of a system of field
offices capable of providing legal ad-
vice and assistance to all Department
of Veterans Affairs field installations
and acting for the General Counsel as
provided by Department of Veterans
Affairs Regulations and instructions,
or as directed by the General Counsel
in special cases. This includes coopera-
tion with U.S. Attorneys in all civil
and criminal cases pertaining to the
Department of Veterans Affairs and re-
porting to the U.S. Attorneys, as au-
thorized, or to the General Counsel, or
both, criminal matters coming to the
attention of the Regional Counsel.

(f) Other matters assigned.

[42 FR 41410, Aug. 17, 1977]

§14.501 Functions and responsibilities
of Regional Counsels.

(a) Functions and responsibilities of
the Regional Counsels are those set
forth in this part and all other matters
assigned by the General Counsel.

(b) In any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the General Counsel, delegated
or otherwise assigned, the Regional
Counsel and designated staff attorneys
are authorized to conduct investiga-
tions, examine witnesses, take
affadavits, administer oaths and affir-
mations and certify copies of public or
private documents.

(c) The Regional Counsel is author-
ized to, and shall, under the guidance
of the General Counsel, provide legal
services, advice and assistance to De-
partment of Veterans Affairs installa-
tions within the district assigned. In
any area of regulatory, assigned or del-
egated responsibility, the Regional
Counsel may delegate to staff members
or other Department of Veterans Af-
fairs attorneys authority to perform,

§14.501

to the extent specified, any legal func-
tion under the professional direction of
the Regional Counsel. Conversely, the
Regional Counsel may modify, suspend,
or rescind any authority delegated
hereunder.

(d) The Regional Counsel is author-
ized to cooperate with affiliated orga-
nizations, legislative committees, and
with local and State bar associations
to the end that any State law defi-
ciencies relating to Department of Vet-
erans Affairs operations may be re-
moved. No commitment as to proposed
legislation will be made without the
approval of the General Counsel.

(e) In any case wherein the Regional
Counsel is authorized to take legal ac-
tion and payment of costs and nec-
essary expenses incident thereto are in-
volved, the administration requesting
such action will pay such cost and ex-
penses. Where it is impractical for the
Regional Counsel to perform the legal
service because of cost, distance, etc.,
the customary fee for the service ren-
dered by a local attorney employed by
the Regional Counsel will be borne by
the administration requesting such ac-
tion.

(f) The jurisdictions and addresses of
Regional Counsels are as follows:

(1) Region 1: (JURISDICTION) Con-
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island; (ADDRESS)
VAMC, 200 Springs Road, Bldg. 61, Bed-
ford, MA 01730.

(2) Region 2: (JURISDICTION) New
Jersey, Metropolitan New York City;
(ADDRESS) 800 Poly Place, Building
14, Brooklyn, NY 11209.

(3) Region 3: (JURISDICTION) Dis-
trict of Columbia; Fairfax, Virginia;
Arlington, Virginia; Alexandria, Vir-
ginia; Martinsburg, West Virginia; and
Maryland; (ADDRESS) 3900 Loch
Raven Blvd., Bldg. 4, Baltimore, MD
21218.

(4) Region 4: (JURISDICTION) Penn-
sylvania, Delaware; (ADDRESS) Uni-
versity & Woodland Avenues, Philadel-
phia, PA 19104.

(6) Region 5: (JURISDICTION) Geor-
gia, South Carolina; (ADDRESS) 1700
Clairmont Rd., Decatur, GA 30033-4032.

(6) Region 6: (JURISDICTION) Flor-
ida, Puerto Rico; (ADDRESS) P.O. Box
5005, Building 22, Room 333, Bay Pines,
FL 33744.
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